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had to be overcome, of which perhaps the most important were
poverty and the lack of teachers, it will be realized that not much
more could have been done in that direction. Almost every
commune had complied with the injunction to set up at least
one school for boys and one for girls; in 1876 only 96 communes
out of more than 8,000 were without a single boys' school, and
358 without a girls' school. There were, however, more than
700 localities having more than 500 inhabitants without classes
for boys, and more than 1,200 of them without classes for
girls. The number of classes under the control of the com-
munes was little more than 38,000, of which 19,000 were for
boys, 14,500 for girls, the others mixed; 9,000 more classes
belonged to private institutions, more than half of them for girls ;
altogether there was, on an average, one class for every 565
inhabitants. The following figures give an idea of the progress
achieved in this fight against illiteracy in the first fifteen years of
the Italian Kingdom:

Pupils per 10,000

Scholastic Year          Number of Pupils             Inhabitants

1861-62                  1,008,674                      453

1863-64                  1,178,143                      544

1865-66                  1,217,870                      559

1867-68                  1,329,367                      605

1869-70                  i,577>654                      6o6

1871-72                  1,745^7                      644

1873-74                  1,836,381                      680

1875-76                  1,9s1:61?                      7*5

The increase is much more noticeable among girls than among
boys, as, the proportion of girls and boys in every hundred pupils
in 1866-67 and 1875-76 shows; the increase in the number of
girls was most marked in the more backward parts of Italy,
where feminine education was very rare;

Year 1866-67               ^ear r 875-76
Boys       Girls              Boys       Girls
Northern Italy          .    58          42                  54          46
Central Italy              .    59          41                  56           44
Southern Italy .        .61           39                  55           45
Islands    ...    63           37                  55           45
The standard of instruction for the average child was still very
low. Nine out of ten classes were of the lower course, which
means that only the most rudimentary elements of reading,
writing, and reckoning could be taught. Most classes included